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IFLA and the United Nations

▪ Participation in developing the UN 2030 Agenda

▪ Since 2012, advocating for the following to be included in the  
Agenda:
▪ Ensuring access to information

▪ Safeguarding of cultural heritage

▪ Universal literacy

▪ Access to information and communication technologies (ICT)

▪ These aspects are represented in the UN 2030 Agenda
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UNITED NATIONS 2030 AGENDA

In September 2015 the 193 Member States of the United Nations 
adopted Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development

17 Sustainable Development Goals

The Global Goals represent a “universal, transformative and integrated 
agenda that heralds a historic turning point for our world.”

United Nations Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon





What does advocacy mean 
to you?



Advocacy is an activity by an individual or 
group which aims to influence decisions 

within political, economic, and social 
systems and institutions. ... Lobbying (often 

by lobby groups) is a form of 
advocacy where a direct approach is made 

to legislators on an issue which plays a 
significant role in modern politics. 

(Wikipedia)



Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms 
everywhere

Libraries support this goal by 
providing:

▪ Public access to information and 
resources that give people 
opportunities to improve their 
lives

▪ Training in new skills  needed for 
education and employment

▪ Information to support decision-
making by government, civil 
society, and businesses to combat 
poverty
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Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved 
nutrition to promote sustainable agriculture

Libraries support this goal by 
providing:

▪ Agricultural research and data 
on how to make crops more 
productive and sustainable

▪ Public access for farmers to 
online resources like local 
market prices, weather reports, 
and new equipment
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Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote  well-being for 
all at all ages

Libraries support this goal by 
providing:

▪ Research available in medical 
and hospital libraries that 
supports education and 
improves medical practice for 
health care providers

▪ Public access to health and 
wellness information in public 
libraries that helps individuals 
and families stay healthy
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Goal 4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education 
and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all

Libraries support this goal by 
providing:

▪ Dedicated staff who support 
early literacy and lifelong 
learning

▪ Access to information and 
research for students 
everywhere

▪ Inclusive spaces where cost is 
not a barrier to new knowledge 
and skills
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Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all 
women and girls

Libraries support this goal by 
providing:

▪ Safe and welcoming meeting 
spaces

▪ Programs and services 
designed to meet the  needs of 
women and girl, like rights and 
health

▪ Access to information and ICT 
that helps women build 
business skills
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Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of 
water and sanitation for all
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Goal 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, 
sustainable and modern energy for all 



Libraries support these goals by providing:

▪Access to quality information and good practices that 
support local water management and sanitation 
projects

▪Free and reliable access to electricity and light to read, 
study and work
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Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable 
economic growth, full and productive employment

Libraries support this goal by 
providing:

▪ Access to information and skills 
training that people need to find, 
apply for, and succeed in better 
jobs
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Goal 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive 
and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation 

Libraries support this goal by 
providing:

▪ Widespread existing 
infrastructure of public and 
research libraries and skilled 
library professionals

▪ Welcoming and inclusive public 
spaces

▪ Access to ICT like high-speed 
internet that may not be available 
anywhere else
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Goal 10. Reduce inequality within and among countries

Libraries support this goal by 
providing:

▪ Neutral and welcoming spaces 
that make learning accessible to 
all, including marginalized groups 
like migrants, refugees, minorities, 
indigenous peoples, and persons 
with disabilities

▪ Equitable access to information 
that supports social, political, and 
economic inclusion
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Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, 
safe resilient and sustainable

Libraries support this goal by 
providing:

▪ Trusted institutions devoted to 
promoting cultural inclusion and 
understanding

▪ Documentation and preservation 
of cultural heritage for future 
generations
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Goal 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and 
production patterns

Goal 13.  Take urgent action to combat climate 
change and its impacts

Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use the 
oceans, seas ad marine resources for sustainable 
development

Goal 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable 
use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage 
forests, combat desertification, and halt and 
reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss



Libraries support these goals by providing:

▪Sustainable system of sharing and circulating materials that 
reduces waste

▪Historical records about coastal change and land use

▪Research and data needed to inform climate change policy

▪Widespread access to information needed to guide 
decision making by local and national government on 
topics like hunting, fishing, land use, and water 
management
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Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 
development, provide access to justice for all and build effective , 
accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels

Libraries support this goal by 
providing:

▪ Public access to information 
about government, civil society, 
and other institutions

▪ Training in the skills needed to 
understand and use this 
information

▪ Inclusive, politically neutral spaces 
for people to meet and organise
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Goal 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and 
revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development

Libraries support this goal by 
providing:

▪ Global network of community 
based institutions, primed to 
support local development plans
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Vision of the UN 2030 Agenda

In these Goals and targets, we are setting out a supremely 
ambitious and transformational vision. We envisage a world 
free of poverty, hunger, disease and want, where all life can 
thrive. We envisage a world free of fear and violence. A world 
with universal literacy. A world with equitable and universal 
access to quality education at all levels, to health care and 
social protection, where physical, mental and social well-being 
are assured…
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UNIVERSAL LITERACY

• Universal literacy is recognised in the vision for the UN 2030 Agenda

"We envision…a world with universal literacy." 

The literacy rate varies throughout the world with developed 
nations having a rate of 99.2% (2013)

• Oceania - 71.3%

• women represent almost two-thirds of all illiterate adults globally

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_literacy_rate

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_literacy_rate


What can you do in your 
country to improve literacy 

rates? 



Access to information

Target 16.10: Ensure public access to information and protect 
fundamental freedoms, in accordance with national legislation and 
international agreements.

“...in sustainable development, everyone is a user and provider of 
information considered in the broad sense. 

That includes data, information, experience and knowledge. 

The need for information arises at all levels, from that of senior 
decision-maker at the national and international levels to the grass-
roots and individual levels.”
• https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/information-integrated-decision-making-and-participation



What can you do in your 
country to improve access to 

information?



Digital divide

• Goal 9, Target C: Significantly increase access to information and 
communications technology and strive to provide universal and 
affordable access to the Internet in least developed countries by 2020.

• Quality infrastructure is positively related to the achievement of 
social, economic and political goals

• Inadequate infrastructure leads to a lack of access to markets, jobs, 
information and training, creating a major barrier to doing business

• Undeveloped infrastructures limits access to health care and 
education

• http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/infrastructure-industrialization/



What can you do in your 
country to improve the 

digital divide?



Cultural heritage

• Goal 11, Target 4: Strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the 
world’s cultural and natural heritage.



What can you do in your 
country to preserve cultural 

heritage?



National Development Plans

• SDGs should be part of the country’s agenda

• Check out where these SDGs can be part of the 
National Development Plan

• Find out which government departments are 
responsible

• Organise meetings and take part in public consultation
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Role of Libraries in the UN 2030 Agenda

• Libraries make an important contribution to development

• Library staff advocate to ensure that national and regional policy makers 
understand that libraries and access to information must be included as 
part of national and regional development plans

• Libraries must now show that they can drive progress across the entire 
2030 Agenda

• While the SDGs are universal goals, each country will be responsible for 
developing and implementing national strategies to achieve them, and 
will be expected to track and report its own progress toward each target 

(IFLA Toolkit, p. 11)  
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How we as librarians can contribute

• Make the Goals known, make them famous – Share! 

• Share information about the SDGs in our libraries

• Learn about what the people want from the Goals
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Sanjana Shrestha and Deborah 
Jacobs in conversation



Elvira B. Lapuz
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The Goals represent a 

“universal, transformative 

and integrated agenda 

that heralds a historic 

turning point for our 

world.” -- United Nations Secretary 

General, Ban Ki-moon, 
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https://librarymap.ifla.org
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https://librarymap.ifla.org/sdg-stories-about
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https://librarymap.ifla.org/storytelling-manual
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Questions

Please contact the Library Map of 

the World team through

Kristine Paberza, Member 

Engagement Officer at IFLA HQ,

librarymap@ifla.org

mailto:librarymap@ifla.org
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Thank You! 

Deputy University Librarian
University of the Philippines

ELVIRA B. LAPUZ
Ex-Officio President, Philippine 
Librarians Association (PLAI)

eblapuz@up.edu.ph
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